: a) «29 188 
d * . L 


A. 


0 
\ . 
42 * 1 

= oy _ 


wal 


9 A, 


- CL 
ren 
8 — y * „ 4 


8 | 2 | 
i * 52 
” 8. = 


1 F 


Fane. 


N 


— — r 
e 15 a 
* ES - 
Or. THE 


METHODISTs Fully Divas. 


IS ; ; 28 2 N TY N 
8 a '7T 0 1 K E 0s +4 2 8 
Re: ev. e Wr s EEx. 
Keuerend N N. 
Am heartily ſorry thers is 8 to and llt 
wich a perion of your ſtrict life, and, in al 
appearance, mortified temper, from whom one 4 
migbt reaſonably expect a fuitable conduct, and 
the ſetting a bright example of modeſty and hu. 
- | mility. But ſo ſt is, that) your compaſſing ſea 8 = | ” 
land to gain proſelytes; yout making un warranta- 
I dle diſſenfons in the Church; your Feu icing tde 7 

people, Wherever you come, againſt your brethren 3F 
of the Clergy; and the doQrine whith: they teach ; 3 
your zealons- aud fnportunate preichiſag of: dt 4 

ons, doubtful ax leaſt, if not dangerous to the busse 


of mem, as Pm verliy perſunded they ate; make t 
1 Tm are NEE bs. as that IO aud 


am 


= 
1 


keßenerate man, jou and your colleagues would 
induce the world to believe, and yourſelf ſeem to 


ce yourſelves to be; 


imagine you feel and exper 3 £ 
-denial, 


and that, under this veil 


or pi 


there He hid ſome-paſſions norifer ſofficiently mor- 


tified and yet.they do not ſo lie hid, but that they 


are open and expos'd enough to the diſceroment of 
men of ſenſe and 8 altho* your common 
_ admirers, mayn't be yet ſo fortunate as to diſcoves 
them. You have 

improve yourſelf in chriſtian knowledge : you have 
.- roam'd about your native country, to diſcourſe 
With people you ſuppoſe experienc'd in it; and not 
'- - content with that, you have travell'd to America 


en much pains to gain and 


and-Cermany, 'to preach the Goſpel, arid in ſearch 


of truth: and after all, 'tis uncertain whether you 

© © have yet found this precious' treaſure ; and your no- 
tions about it, not only very materially contradia 

_ - thoſe of ſome of your fellows,* but likewiſe ſeem 


yet ſo unfix'd and inconſiſtent, that it is a n | 
queſtion whether you ever will. However, you 


p think the age is ſo degenerate, ill · principled, and 


orant of faith in Chriſt and Juitification ; and 
8 gy. have, it feems, fo wuch- departed from 

Arine of the reformation,-in theſe points of 
great concernment, that there lies a negeſſity up- 


Sn you, and your aſſociates, to convert the nation 
| > bmi teſt not only ſome grievous temporal ca- 


ity ſhould- overwhelm it, but the ſouls of men 
Aid ſonla utterly periſh.. And you; proglaie loud- 
. enough, that ou 'are the only true warghmen, | 
"ous. the reſt of the Clergy are in a la e are: f 
hx is in your er He alone, while: in o- 
ther 8 S or them!) thers e 
* ſd'd wich this r n, 
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_have-preach'd in e Briſtol, &c. in fields and 


out of curioſity and novelty, many as having itchi 


At laſt yu arrive at Næuraſtie, upott the afoteſaid 
eandid ſuppoſition, that the Clergy there are men 


of unorthodox principles, and pervert the flock 4 
and ſo, in kind compaſſion to the fouls of the people, 


you are come to give them more wholſome in- 
ſtructions, and awaken them out of that deep ſleep 


into which their miniſters had unhappily caſt them. 


But give me leave to inform yon, ift monks don't 


know it already by your own experience, that they. 
are (without offence be it ſpoken)” much more or?⸗- 
thodox than yourſelf; ate 3 in the exec». 
riſe of their office, as any uf e kingdom; and 
abilities, that they 
have no occaſian; at all for your. aſſiſtance. But 


are perſons of ſuch learning an 


they need not mine or any-other's, commendatio 
and, methiuks, you ſhould conſider. their ca 
and'the modeſty of their behav jour towards 


tend to be, a Clergyman of our Church, and, 1 
ſuppoſe, you would bethought to maintain ber docs 
trine, to which you bave 1ſubſcrib's:: E 
partly to undeceive thoſe you have milled, andpart- 
ly, it. poſſible, to ſet you right, as 1 heartity; Wim 
I may, have drawn up in few words what 1 
believe the Church's true doctrine of Juſlificatiow | 
and Regeneration; and beg, for you 1 ſakes ©. 
and that of your hearers,” you will conſcientioufly: 
compare your opinions with what I have deler, 
as thoſe of the Church: and if, on the commpari- 
fon, you find yourſelf or me miſtak en, eſthet he 


10 0 ſelk⸗ as to . own, as 
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commons, drawing great numbers after you, many 


ears, and carried about with every wind of doarine, - 


as 2 ſhar p, though ſilent, repragf of your boldbefs: _- 
But to come clofe to the matter: you ate, or pre- 
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8 to con we of my errorg . 


But betore I go any. further, to prevent miſtakes, 
and that no one may be charged with my blunders, 
I think proper here to aſſure you, and vf body, 
- that. no Clergyman whatever, either at. Newca/He, -/ 
or any other part of the dioceſe, is privy to, or 
. r 1 oaks vxittens WU 4/34 
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of. IOSTIFIGATION. 
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counting us as righteous; receiving us into a- 
vour and friendſhip with himſelf,7 and giving us 


. BY —— right to“ everlalting happinels. The 


es grace and mercy of God is che principal cauſe 


of our Juſtification... The 1 which Eh. 
| 2 once oſter'd upon the croſs for the ſius of OO 
. To aA world is the tote. ene cauſe of is, ks, x9 - 
3 © God freely; dee covenatit SLE ſand 

2 which covenant was ratify'd and conſit md 5 — 
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edding of Chriſt's blood) that he would A 


him in the ſenſe above ſpecify* d, upon t 
ing the cpndition preſerib'd in the golpet : which 
88 is ie dl ep includes obedience. 
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3 3 thereby properly deſerve the 8 — 
cCternal falvarion, as being the meritorious; canſe 

_- thereaf;; and not evangelical works, which r 
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our good works, and to declare we. on lei 
thbe gratuitous or free merey of Gd promis d % 


3 tues, graces, and good works, Which, hot. 48 oh - 


oO ES. Ta OOTY rum. FED 
8 ; " 5 
- g a be® F 4 


en actount 0 N — e promille, 1 4 


1 1 W Me 8 Fa . LES 4 
Jace 1 is 3 9 obedi> 4 
i ſuch was Alrabam 's faith, and therefore — 9 
$ that of all chriſtians mage. ba oh the, ſave mer "A 85 
Wp dur church ſays, we are juftity'd by - - 
cane. ſhe intends only to exclude all merit from 1 


to depend upon the merits of Chriſt, an embrace 
us through him; and ſhe does not exclude our vir? 


toxious, but as conditions ol the Goſpel comman?- 2 i ] 
ded by Chriſt, we are bound to exeteite and do: - 4 
for the in many places of her authentic books af 39 . 
firms, that we receive remiſſion of ſins;-and con- 
ſequently are 15 «a en condition ut. eee 


8 Eu Wen l faith. e 5 3&4 


We ate tui mid 3 by: God, 
ſince all; our graces-and victuetg arc inf d it u 
bx! his Holy Spirit; and all our out warq good works : 
are the-fruits-of theſe 4piritual Yraces.4..and, we are 
reconcil'd go God, not by any: deferts of gur e, >: 
but by God's Mercy, and through the ole mers Y 
of Chriſt. For wien We have done all we can. 
God is no way tied to give vs. any thing dot ok 1 
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They who. teach, "that 3 Nified by 2. 
1 virtue of fich alone, do iy. n I 
affirm, that repentance is bbt neceflary. for the ob⸗ IF 
taining-pardon of fin, ſince pardon of- fin is a can 7 JF { 
_hderable part of Juſtification... .. Gady ig ibis life; - 
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an abſolute aſſurance, that he in particular is par- © 
don'd, though in reality he be ſincere; becauſe he 


cannot be abſolutely ſure of his ſincerity, and of 


his per ſeverance in a regenerate ſtate. Every man 


ought- to have an aſſurance, that if he unfeignedly 
delieves and repents, - God does Juſtify him.” He 
that believes the Goſpel, is infaltibly ſure God per- 


_ _ _ forms his promiſe of jultifying penitents upon t 

performance of the condition: but Goes ie” 
| where promis'd ordinatily-ro aſſure particular men 
they ö teſetv'd that to be 


declared at the laſt judgment. There have been, 


>. 1 


confidence bf their being in a ſtate of ſalvation, 


who were yet very far from being ſo; and did but 
flatter themſelves into a dangerous ſecurity, While 


at the ſame-time they temain'd ſtill in their fins. 


ſuaſion, would be a great preſuraption even in the 


beſt men, ſince all are to work out their ſalvation 
with fear and trembting. And therefore it is?beſt 
and ſafeſt for chriſtians to think ſoberly and mo- 


deſtly of themſelves, as to their ſpirituaſ concerns 
and Juſtification + and ſt is generally more com- 


Such a phariſaical aſſurance, and undoubred per- ; 


mendable to lean to the fide of humble fear, than 


of arrogant ſelf-flattery ; to be too lowly rather 
than too preſumpuous, which yet is not at all in- 
conſiſtent with a well- ſettied and comfortable hope: 

For the more we truly fear God, the readier we 
ſhalt be to keep his commandments, and the firmer 
"==> ode have to hope we are, and ſhall be, in 
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1 ] aſtificatio 
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is not an inſtantaneots act, lay 


compleared at one and the ſame moment; but it 
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is a continued act, then at length perfect and con- 
e tummate, 


mme wies f — has to tbe very kid -- 4 
hig life falfilPd the . a 2 e 1 
Which Ho o Jultified: | * . | 4 3774 . 1 


| 
we are not juices, dy having berg Chas me. 
| ouſheſs imputed to ps, ſo us that it truly"becomes. 
ours; Ivey it cannot be ſaid, that wherr Chriſt per- 2 
_ form'd ir, we perform'd it in him. For if this | 
were the caſe, this abſurdity would follow, that” | 
we have no need to do any thing ourſelves, — | 
there would be no occaſion for repentance and par- | 

don, Chriſt's righteouſheſs, by the imputation . 
which we are ſuppoſec to be accounted juſt, being 2 | 
by ſo- compleat in itſelf,- that nothing elſe would be ä 
| tall requiſſte. But our own faith, made perfe& +  - 1 
4 
I 
| 


* * - 


dy love, is imputed to us for righteouſneſs, through - 
the merits of Chriſt's righteouſneſs and ſuxisfacti- 
on, Hence it is. evident, that Chriſt's xighteouſneſt 
js the cauſe which merited univerſally for alf men 
a- right to be juſtified, or accounted righteous,” o 
| NI certain condition; and any one's p 
forming that condition, viz. believing and 0+ oY 
the Golpel, applies to bim in particulat, upon ide 
terms of the Goſpel - Covenant,” that SEEM 
| juſtified which Cheiſt merited for all.” * 
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Of REGENERATION: 


Rege or Sanclincation goes beste b. "2 
tification in the order of nature, tho” per 

| there may not de always a priority in refpe& of times-. 
For we are accounted righteous by God, When v 
ate become new creatures, :or change&frorii a __ 
of ſin to a ſtate of purity and holineſs.” And if wel -. 
make a continnat progrels in godnefs and [the 
e we hall be eee 
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| the fight of God, till we arrive at length at our 
final aſtification, or at the higheſt pitch of accep- 
dance with God in the Kingdom of Heaven. 


= "Regeneration i is an in ward change and altetation 
ok the mind, the purifying of our corrupt nature, 
and the renewal of the image of God in us; a 
this is wrought by a divine power influeneing our 
faculties, whereby we are made members of Cbtiſt, 
and the children of God by adoption. This firit 
commences at our Baptiſm, we being then born 
again both of water and of the ſpirit, as both the 
holy ſeriptutes, and their beſt interpreters, the pri- 
mitive Church and our own, clearly teach. And 
if we reſiſt not the grace of God continuallj clean- 
_ ing and ſanctifying us both in body and ſoul, but 
will husband our talent with care and induſtry . 
we pray for daily increaſe of it, attend ditigenaly. 
to the means of grace, and cheet fully obey the mo- 
tions of God's holy ſpirit, he will mercifulſy be- 
ſtow upon; us more grace, and we ſhall go. ww | 
improve init, and preſevere in a regenerate ſtat J 
_ the end of our lives. Our obedience aud good 281 3 
ons muſt evidence the change of our minds and 
1 7 teinpers; add no man muſt dare to.think himſelf 
in this regenerate ſtate, if _ is diſobedient, and his 


. oa „ 7 


1 - The holy ghoſt is the principal author, ofthe enn⸗ | 
dient cauſe; the biſhops and other miniſters of God | 
= are the _ miniſterial ; God's word and the bleſſed ſa- 

Z -  Eraments are the inſtrumental cauſes of regenera - 
tion; and wWe ourſelves co- operate wich all cheſe in 
* this great work. But the glory of it is on due to 


God; without grace all ſubordinate e would. 3 
as Wale Er 2 Las, bY: . | "x 
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I haue ſaid, that regeneration is. the renewal f 
the i of God in us. By which I mean, that 

we receive again ſamething we once had, but loſt; _ -* 

Adam at his firſt creation, and while he continued 

in the Kate of integrity, had in him ſomething more 


| 

| 

| 

than barely natural faculties in great perfection: he | 

was Alſo; eadow'd with the divine principle of the | 
ſpirit, or with ſupernatural grace and firength in 

order to ſupernatural and eternal happineſs. In 2 | 

this divine. priscipal the image.of God in him chien 

conſiſted, which by his. fall be forfeited both fr 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


himſelf and us. And this image is again-renew'd. —- 
in us when weare born again, when we put off the 
eld man with bis deeds, aud put on the new ma, 
e, after" the image of him 
that created him. See Biſhop Bas Diſcourſe-kpom 
the ſtate of man befare tbe fall, Vol. 3. £21 ' le ö 
RAD YOHT. 7h. GLITA FUO5G27, B&; He 1 N 2 
Iafants are regenerated by their baptiſm, or then 
| enter into a regenerate ſtate, as I have explaind s- 
bore. And having thus receiv'd a divine ee ? 
and ghoſtly ſtrength, to perform the condition, of 
the Goſpel-Coveuant, ſo long as in thtir thoughts, 
inmtents and actions, they make a tight ule. pf , 
#8 they continue in à regenerate ſtate. Adult perus , 
if ſuppoſe Heathens not yet haptis d, although ee 
_ preyalensy of the diyine aid: giving. eficacyy 
word preach'd, and to the arguments uſed fd .. 
l are perſuaded of the neceſſiij 


; faith andjigpeatance, and are willing gnd;defirons 


ubich is created in knowledp 


| >the chriſtian religion, yet, till-they are 
they don't receive that.tullneſs. of grace 

d Which they are regenermted. They are candis- __ 
antes font; bar are nor, Nridtly ſpeaking, poſſeß 4 
ae, E they Bead aber $9:te ee 
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© baptiſm, there is great reaſon to hope God will in 


2 A9 VF? 1 212 Nt #7 397 ; uit #7 LN und. 


in ordeꝝ 60 bor furthe Regeneration, God puts 


power and abi y to them, as will be ſofficient 46 


this work to greater perfedjon. The gtace is not 
; To forcible as cauhot be oppos'd, but competent 
for the purpoſe, and will be abundantly effectunl; 
I chrough out on per vet ſoneſt we don't thᷣwart 
and reject it. When we are really in a tegenetate 
ſtate, the gracę is fo far from being irreſiſtible, that 
nit may actually fail. For as our Church clearty 
tenches in ber XVI. Article, we may willingly 
commit deadly- or mortal fin aſter baptiſim'; and 
they are to be condemn'd which ſay, they can no 
more ſin as Jong as they live. Ihe article indeed 
2 that by the grace of God we may ariſe an 
amend our lives. But this is manifeſtly A contin- 


not be; and conſequently, men ay bot 
nd G6nally fall from grace: 1 20 


n M 1s e 


7 © ris eite clear, were not merely bade In the 


n totally 


n. 


their baptiſim are merely paſſive,” when this work 
- firſt begins, what is then done being 
tration of God. But when they come to tne uſe of 
teaſon, and are able to employ their faculties; xhey 
are bound to exert their own endeavours, - and to 
cooperate with God, in order to preſerve's 


& ate this 


15 1 Re 0 thy 


en- 
o 


enable us, if we honeſtly do out parts, to bring 


E not a neceſſary thing. What 1 be, may 


only the Ope- 


metcy accept the will for the deed; and give a ſuit- 
able reward to that impertect graee dich he has 
a upon them. e. 


no violenes upon our faculties, but affords theh's 


whole work of Regeneration. N -at 


prove the grace given;"anid do their wtmaſt-#6 e $1 
Try _ * STE wy - 


n 


OR 


| 9 | 
« plentiful: harveſt. As they grow in years,” they 
muſt aſe, diligence to increaſe in virtue and hol» =: 
nefs, that the image of God, which is renew'd in 
them, may not be defac'd, but be render d ſbiſi more 
bright and illuſtrious: In ſhort, as our excellent 
-Eatechifm teaches, when they come to age; them» 
ſelves are bound to perform the conditions of the © 
__ Gofpel-Covenant; and they are to endeavaur all 
they can, by the frequent uſe of the means of grace, 
and all other fit ways, to be daily more and moe 
| the children of God. As to the adult, it is * ,, © 
as ] hinted before, they are t concur with God's 
grace both-before, at, and-after their baptiſm; and 
whoever does not, at leaſt after his baptiſm, can 
E dope oh 
ne füt. eee 
| 74% dan 4 
It is likewiſe manifeſt,” ain a ve mee of  -l 
Regeneration i is not momentaneous, but progreffive. 
Tor tho' the grace given by God, When we are bk 
firſt regenerated, is kus at ſome particular time, 
yet men ate gradually prepar d and*diſpos'd: for i it - 
by the divine affitance, invigorating 2 endea- 
vours; and they muſt, if adult — dern 
to accept, and heartily pray for, obtaining the 
at the time of receiving it, and muit labour to keep, 
and by degrees advance it afterwards.” And by this 
means will become more regenerate * for «#6. 
every one that bath, that is, has well de eee, — 
talent of entruſted with him, 1 
aud be ſhall baus more abumd ant. $9 then t 5 
as Wel 2 
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or work of Regeneration has its Veginühg, 
2s all other acts have, at ſome inſtant of th but 

ng on, and perfecting, 'all our tive "God | 
Foes ly working in 12 and our o¹Ün acts lk. 
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quis 3 aſſiſting, and following them. 
or as long as a man is a child of God; ſo long 


the work of Regeneration laſts, and that is as long 


as the faithful have the world, the fleſh, and the 


devil, to wreltle with, as long as we are in this 
ſtate of trial; after which is over, the Regenerati- 
on is come to a degree of perfection, and will be 
finally conſummated at the reſurrection of the juſt. 
For, as I conceive, St Matthew (xxi. wap * the 
e is ad be; under odd of that. 


4 1 7: 
; 


18 : . 


When we ate, by Regeneration, deeds; ow 
the ſtate of purity and holineſs, then it is that the 


Holy Spirit is more ſtrictiy, and intimately, and 
fully united to us, and, as it were, fixes his abode 
in our ſouls, never to depart thence, unlefs driven 
out by the committing of ſome very grievous ſin; 
- then willing to return, if we amend our lives, 
by a ſerious and timely repentance. Together with 


* Holy Ghoſt, Chriſt, and God the Father take 


poſſeſſion of our bearts; for tho” the three perſons 


of the ever bleſſed Trinity are diſtinct, yet thay are 
never ſeparated. . St Jobs ſaith, The ſpirit of: truth 
dwelleth. evith 2 and: ſpall be in you: and, If a 


mam love me, he:will-keep my li oras; and my Father 
will love him, ang, tue py come unto him, and male 
our abode. with bim. Now let us confider; 'the man- 
ner of the Holy So wal. dwelling in us. Tis cer- 
tain it is not by an h 


ſence alſo of his ſalutary gifts and graces, where 
by be purifies our fouls, pardens our ſins, and 


gives us ſtrength to perform our hole chriſtian 


Anty. Thus it, is, and no otherwiſe; | that ue 


"Me VETS the "Ou" Ghoſt; ; and N 1 
ry ua 


poſtatical or perſonal union, 
ori merely by the preſence of his eflence and power, 
For ſo he is with all his creatures; but by the pre- 
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graces we are made one with Chriſt; nd 


— 


ritual 
Cbriſt with us. And whoever means any thing 

more by Chriſt's being form' d in them, and ſuch like 
expreſſions, are, I'm afraid, under a very great miſ- 
take. ee FE th e e 
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In this manner, and no other, the Holy Ghoſt | 

ordinarily dwells. in all the faithful, who fincerely _-* | 

believe the Goſpel, who heartily love and fear God, 1 
and keep his commandments. And there is no 

promiſe in the holy ſcriptures whereon to ground | 

any extraordinary or infallible ſuggeſtions, infpira= | 

| 

| 

| 


tions or illuminations. And though it be true, that 
God infuſes into, or by his ſpirit inſpires us wih 
his gifts and graces, and is continually moving us 
both to think and do always ſuch things as be:right- 
ful, yet there is not within ourſelves any infallible 
_ «certainty or knowledge, that we havereceiv'd them. 
If we are always thankful; that God never ceaſes 
to beſtow his ſanctifying graces upon us, and take 
care effectually to employ them, we may be ſuffi- 
ciently, tho* not infallibly, aflar'd We have them 
becauſe out minds, by their gracious effects, may A 
be ſenſible they are govern'd and directed by them, 
and may perceive the and faving- influence 
they have upon our lives. 1 fay, we are not infal- | 
libly aſſur'd, becauſe, as ſome may be truly poſ- 
ſeſs'd of theſe graces, who, through a melancholy _ - 
temper, are little or not at all ſenſible of them; ſo 
many warm men may have a ſtrong conceit the x 
bave them, and yet be very carnal ali the white, - 
. -abounding, for inſtance, in pride, faction, ſingala- 
* -rity; ambition, vain- glory, and bolding man er-. 
troueous and damnable doctrines, contraty to dbe 
faith and: purity of the Goſpel. I might inſtance in 
Mx Whitefield, whoſe doctrine ſeems to * 2 
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— nence.. However, we ſee the „ $ 
many other tbe like Enthuſiaſts, f r 5 


fuallible feeling of the ſpirit within them ; bot: — 1 
can affign no ground in God's word for this de- 

| 28 and their errors evidently. demonſtrate he 
- — light they aſſume to themſelves is mere Carkide(s. NY 
Aud it is ſomewhat remarkable, that when: men 


- , ob heated imaginations do, in their pathetical dif- 8 
cCourſes, ſtrontzij inculcate upon their hearers —4 : 
+  grols 7 — of feeling the: ſpirit, it has a very 2 ; 
- prizing effect upon people of troubled minds,: , 
- Yyloamy'dilpofitions, who finding nothing of this} 
Lenfibility in themſelves, are hence perſuaded the 
= _ ia an unregenerate and Joſt. and fall A. - 
”... into feignefal tremblings and . Which a 
© | "their teachers fondly ea the forming of Cbriſ in 
© , - them, and the pangs-of 'zhe _wew birth, whereas they . F / 
- _ ate really noting 8 2 — — fumes 5 melan- a 
=: . 5 75 0 | : + £2 
=. 7 (2.255 23.46 9 + Li. 3 
= But if theſe or ould. leaſe = 4 
and talk reaſ! y of the ſenſe and per men 7 
-have of 5 graces of God's ſpirit ; if they ( 
would confider,- that God Wals with us as wing < 
rational creatures, they would, I conceive, chuſe | } 
* * explain chis doctrine in ſoine ſuch manner as 6 
: That we, by both outward means, (to wit, It 

E 2 and reading God's word and the ike) and e 


by di aſſiſtance accompanying the means, be- t 
ing — to a ſincere reſolution of believing and t 
1 the Goſpel, and having thereupon an car - 1 + 
neſt fees: and hearti — to receive the 1 
Braces of the itt, God, in his infinite 4 
Vouchſafes to plant them in our ſonls; and if we = 
In * . then | 1 
4 75 * 1 K 1 
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Hare, great, though not indubitable, reaſon to be 
perfuided; 'thar wie have theſe; graces, and, conſe- 
| = thas: ſo we are united to the ſpirit, and o 

zhei 5 — we —— have a high, though not the 


ty, that the Holy Ghoſt, .. 
a go 5 ya effeQually Awellert | 


in us; and that, by receiving 
axe pürtakets of the divine nature. We come to 


on; not in — infallibleg but in a rational way. 
And this ſerms the juſt way of arguing: I find, 


füll purpoſe to do God's will in all reſpects, with . 
regurd to God, my neighbour, and myſelf; and 
that 1 ſincerely endeavour to perform it to the ut- 


kigbtegoſnelt, buff only in Chriſt's mierits: and 
therefore Þ have ſufficient ground to be perſuaded; 
that God has bounteouſly confer'd his graces upon 
me; for that without them 1 ſhould not be able 
either to will er to do any thing to purpoſe, which 
concerns my ſalvation. But now, ſince the hearts 
of men are very .deceuful, and we ate too apt to 
over-rate our own zoetucls, this confidence ought 
to have a great mixture of fear, if we would tun 
- of ourſelves with ſobriety ; and therefore he takes 
the ſafeſt fide, who, when he bas done all that is 
commanded him, caſts himſeif upon God's mercy. 
through Chriſt, and rather chaſes wich the Publican 
to "lay, Lord be mercifnl to me a ſinner, than to 
Juſtify himſelf after the manner of the proud Pha- 
riſee, and arrogantly to boaſt he has arri d at fn 
lefs perfection. And this fear offending ſo:good__ 
2 Gad, WHY de a n and by ma . 
12 * — attain 5 * well 
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moſt, not truſting at all in the merit of my own -. 


the divine grace, we 4 : 


upon a firict examination of my heart, that | have 
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| and comfortable expeQation of God's-pardon: 1 
= and glory hereafter. And thus it is apparent we 
= can ordinarily have only a rational, not an abſo- 
- Jute aſſurance, that we are the children of God. 
_ ?Tis-plain, our knowledge in this affair cannot go 
deyond its grounds. All that · can be ſaid is, that 
4 ff we unfeignedly walk in the love aud feat of 
God; if we have really a conſcience void of of- 
4 © fence towards God, and towards man; if we have 
| , this teſtimony within ourſelves, (which we can't 
bhlave infallibly without a particular revelation) that 
in ſimplicity, and godly fincerity, we have our 
3 __ conyerſation in the world, then we: ſhall, know 
A ſufficientiy, that the Holy Spirit has given us bis 
A grace, and the ſpirit beareth witneſs with our ſpirit, 
Aud our. ſpirit with him, that we are in a regene- 
ate ſtate. No more than this can, without ma- 
nmifeſt violence, be concluded from ſcripture, and 
from the doctrine of our Church, about the ind wel- 
4 of God's ſpirit, and our perception 1 89 


1 therefore would intreat thoſe, ado claim this 
"high priviledge of abſolute aſſurance to themſelves, * 

1 in the words of the apoſtle, Nos to tbi e high- 
. of themſelves than they ought to think, but to think 
_—_—_ ſoberly; ; neither to be too wiſe in their own conceits; 
| f aud io walk worthy. of the . vocation wherewith they 
Sf _ called, with "all. lowlineſs and meakneſs, with 
ong ſuffering, of the. one another, endeavoxring 


bf the ſpirit in the bond of peace. 
em to remember, that Sag Wo 


3 I. And o hep he Lech th 


want Charity, — all do, who withont juſt 
cauſe diſturb the peace of the Church, let them be 
never ſuch eloquent and powerful preachers, tho“ 
3 ſpeak with the tongues even of angels, they 
de 3 855 — — . 355 | 
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they. have all faitb. Which you. ſo ſtrenuouſly and 
juitly contend for, yet if zhey baue not charity, which, © + 
forms and con ſummates it, and which vaunteth not 
i elf, is mot puffed up; doth not behave itſelf unſeem 
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ly,. ut prefitetbh ibem nothing. g 


: Having Fer ſir, a ſhort sketch of the true 
doctrine of our Church, both yon and the reader. 
will eaſily diſcern the wide difference bet m een 

yours and it. Let me now beſeech you ſetigufx 
to lay to heart the ſolemn promiſe you made at. 
your ordination, which you ſeem entirely to have 
forgot. You then declar'd, in the 2 994 
God, that, you would give your. faithful diligence. - 
always to miniſter. the doctrine, of he Church, as. 
the Lord hath commanded, aud as this Church and, 
realm has receiy?d; the ſame. Now ſince your, 
preaching. upon theſe-poiats .is-plaigly contraty to, 
the doctrine of this Church, I charge it upon you. |. 
in this publick manner, that you have broke "this. - - 
promiſe, aud leave you to make the belt defenes 
NM ðͤ d ne LA 
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Lou then alſo declared, the Lord being your hel- 
per, that you would reverently obey ., your oidi⸗- 
nary, and other chief miniſters, unto hom is coln-. $ 
| mitted the charge and government over you, fel. 
lowing with a glad mind and wil) their godl -ad> -_ i 
monitions, and ſubmitting yourſelf. to their gadly: 
judgments. Now the biſops and. chief miniſters 
of this Church, the biſhop. of London eſpeciallf in 
his excellent Paſtoral Letter, have publick N decla, 
red themſeives againſt your dodrings and pragices, =Þ 
and yet you ſtiſiy diſobey their directions, and with n 
unparaliel'd:obſtinacy withitand and rejec all their”  _:! 
admonitions; Jou avowedly tranſgreſs. the Laws _ 
n - = IB &© © ͤĩ » k EE 
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tere. And pleaſe to lay your hand upon 

"Heart and conſider, whether the abuſive character 
von gie of the Clergy don't ſuit yourſelf beſt. 
; | They preach nothing but what is agreeable to the 
-- F4Hdoqrine contain'd in the Church's authenticki books 


%. 


| — 8 7 o - p £ 2 
7 — — 
. Y my : * * , Is * Og | 0 
\ * if 7 
i : . 2 
( | | ) | 


| both of the Church and State, and violate the ca- 
nons which were made, and are now executed by 
? 1 thoſe who have the chief anthority ; and thus you 
gare manifettly guilty both of ſchiſm” and rebellion, 


which are two very grievous and damnable fins. 


Vos likewiſe then vow'd, you would maintain 


and ſet forward, as much as lieth in you, quiet- 


nmeſs, peace and love among all chriſtian people; 
but notwithſtanding this, you are the ſower and 
ringleader of diſſention, endeavouring with unwea- 
tied afliduity to ſet the flock at variance with their 


Miniſters and each other, and ſpreading abroad thro? 


tte nation this vile calumny againſt your brethren, 
that they have apoſtatiz'd from the principles of the 
kreformation, and are teachers of erroneous and 
.  Nrange doctrines. Now this I muſt tell you is 
__ © untrue, and I am ſure you cannot lay this to the 
Charge of the Clergy. of Newcaſtle, therefore you 

- Have not the leaſt pretence to raiſe diſturbances 


your | 


upon theſe; points, but your unhappy conduct is 


Ton know very well you have no authority to 
ec .xerciſe your miniſtry in any congregation without 
A licence from the biſkop. Have you any licence 
from the learned biſhop of the dioceſe where you 


now refide? The world knows he is a perſon of 


| , 2 more wiſdom than to authorize any ſuch irregular 
practices; but the diſorderly ſpirit which governs 
706, diltains to proceed in the peaceable way 5'it 


3 


and the 'apoſtle's exhortation, _ 


Jane tbe Ca - bus oC b unif 
therefore no wonder it ez, againſt the due 10 r 
dination of presbyters to their u eceteGaltica) Were 
ors; and yet yon pretend to be the only TpirituaP 
and: itted men, never once reflectin ow 2 
St Paul ſays, ae Soto «> Bags 

, ſome 0h which are theſe, batred, — 2 1 9 
 milations, wrath, ſirife, ſeditions, herefies,-owuy 8 envyings, 
aud that they who do ſuch things all dos inderit "he 
dom of Cod, and that theſe are 6ppolite to the 
fruits of the ſpirit, which are /ove, peace; 
fering, gentleneſs, goodueſi, meekiteſt © ind ev 180 
collecting the precepts of obeying ibeſs, ub B 
the rule over you in the Lord, CT Ing Fes : 


if you, as 


pretend, live in the ſpirit, yon 
che ſpirit, and not be deſirous ＋ ee . 
Hing one another,” exvying ove another. Gn 6 
who would be eſteem'd ſo mighty in the 3 we 
- tures, be ſo ignorant, that the ſame apoſtle repro- "0 
ving the Corintbiaus ſot their ſrhiſms Ng facti We 
r condemus your preſent practice? Pleafe -. 
to apply theſe words to yourſelves, as you juſſix 
may: Fe are yes carnal'; for whereas there are among  - * 
yon envyings, and rife and diviſiont; are ye ut c 
val, and wall as men? You aſſume to yourſelf great 
wiſdom and high attainments in att fpiritual knaw- 
| ledge; but it requires no depth of underſtandin 
to judge, whether your character and condudt fs 
. that of the ſpiritually or catnally' wiſe man in St- . 
Janet, Who is a wiſe man, and endued with f. 
edge among you? | Let bim ſprw out of @ ga roms” 
ver ſatiem his works with meckneſs of wiſdom > but 5 
ve bave bitter "OD and ftrife in your heart, glory 
not and lie not had 54 Bi this ui a4 -Þ 
derb wot — * Ne 
5 . 
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=” 3 aber ing and ſtriſe is, abene is con- 
and every evi " work; bus the wiſdom that is 
| from above, is 557 pure, then peaceable, gentle: and 
Eaſy to be entreated, ſull of mercy. and good fruits, 
— partiality or wran 7 , and — Ne, 
cri; and the fry of righteouſueſs ig ſows in ws 
ef ibem that male peace. Here is a glaſs, in 
if you look carefully, you will clearly oe to ok 
very bottom of your heart. | Examine it therefore 
With all N and if you diſcern ſomething 
-you don't. like, amend it preſently. But now, if 
you ate really ſenſual and carnal, as you have too 
great reaſon to fear; have not you the ſtrongeſt e- 
vidence that, notwithſtanding your boaſting, you 
really want the ſpirit of God, that without great 
- care and watchfulneſs, you may eaſilj miſtak e 
* elſe. for it, and that it is in vain to talk 
that men. may be abſolutely and infallibly ſure they 
bave the divine conſciouineſs, that witneſs oſ on 
which is more and greater than ten ee 


man witneſſes, as — * brother ve nt- 
e 5 a 9: re 


* You ſay, and 1 wiſh it were true, that you. SE 
God with all your heart; if you do, then certainly 
vou muſt love Chriſt: but how can that be, when 
you make ſuch ſcandalous diviſions in his myſtical 
' body? Can a man love Chriſt, who don't love his 
members? And do not they hate his members, 
: who revile and ſlander them, and ſet them one a- 

gainſt another? Beſure he that breaks the peace of 
- That's Church, is at enmity with Chriſt; and he 
that tears out the bowels of the Church, his mother, 
can't have God for his father. And you may talk 
of the new birth as as long as you pleaſe, but if you 
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And now, fir, what is mis, which your zeal, ©; 
bat not according te knowledge , prompts.you to make 
this huge buſtle about. 1 D and Clergy - 
did indeed teach falſe and dammable doarine, then 
2 might juſtly. ſay; woe it me] I reath not the - 
el! But you eaninot; prove any ſuch thing, nan 
ed you maniteſtly confute yourſelf=for 1 
8 communicate with this Church aud 
lergy,” whom you ſcruple- not to accuſe of al- 
moſt univertally teaching of de viliſh doctrine, of 
being deceitful workers, of denying. the whole 
ſcriptures, the whole ttuth aud promiſe, anditeſti- 
mony of God. If this heavy charge were true, 
Come ye out from among them, an ne e page 
faith the Lord, would be your rule dang. But, 
thanks be to God, you have not made good your 
_ accuſation. . You ate diſpleas' d, — they will 
not embrace your tenets. A great crime indeed! 
they will not puzzle the heads of the people with 
points ſo hard to be underſtood, but preach to 
them the plain and ſaving truths of the goſpel, - © 
which is food much more fit for their weak lo- 
machs. You cannot de ignorant what bitter cofty 
tentions and fatal divifions theſe controverfies about - -/ 
Juſtifi cation by faith alone, and the like, When not 
righily ſtated and handled with great diſcretion and 
caution, have oceaſion'd in the Church; and the 
your among yourſelves about them may teach 
(ON, they are not the moſt fit to be fo much-pref- - * 
d upon vulgar capacities. However, ſince ou x 
hive: made it in ſome meaſure neceſſary, by your 
_ erroneous gs of theſe ren wy 11 them 
r or their . inſtruction, and 4 
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